United Nations Development Programme

EEr
BBk

6 Urban Planning

WHAT ARE THE MAIN ISSUES

Cities are complex structures that seek to cater to needs of
its inhabitants, and as a natural progression of city size, this
complexity will also expand followed by an undue increase
in carbon emissions unless well managed. Urban sprawl is
associated with large carbon emissions from for instance
road infrastructure development and later commuting. As
the lack of the inclusion of vegetation as a design element,
and a cooling factor, in the urban landscape. Urban
planning processes are often not done in an integrated and
inclusive way, which results in urban plans that were more
a collection of individual projects, rather than a unified
approach towards a common strategic vision benefitting
the people living within the city.
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Urban planning is both spatial and conceptual, where the
spatial part, such as road infrastructure, green-spaces, easy
access networks for non-motorized transportation, placement
of landfills and industrial zones, are only one part. Underlying
the urban planning process is a conceptual framework
outlining that, for instance, recycling, green spaces and
expanded public transportation system are important
components for a vibrant and livable low carbon city. Only
with the philosophy and strategic vision of the city identify can
spatial solutions be drawn up and evaluated. The below
outline three broad planning engagements, which has been
shown to be beneficial:

e  Broad stakeholder involvement can provide a streamlined
and transparent planning process which better
guarantees broad local acceptance and in most cases
makes the planning more innovative and better address
local concerns.

e (Conceptually cross-sector involvement focuses on
ensuring that relevant sectors are partaking in the
planning to ensure it becomes an inclusive and holistic
planning approach. The approach also includes financial
cross-sector assessments and financing.

e Vision identification and option and solution selection
process is complex. It is important that this process has
both stakeholder and cross-sector involvement as the
selections made in many cases will have long term
impact once implemented, roads, industrial districts,
building design are cases in point.

UNDP PAST EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESSFUL CASES

UNDP has been involved in Urban Planning projects both in China as well as internationally in countries such as

Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia and Uganda to name a few.

. Uganda: The low emission capacity building project
for Uganda
Focused on strengthening Uganda’s technical and
institutional capacity in the development of GHG
inventory systems and Nationally Appropriate Mitigation
Actions (NAMA)

. Kazakhstan: Nationally Appropriate Mitigation
Actions for Low-carbon Urban Development in
Kazakhstan.

Contribute to achieving the country’s GHG

emission reduction voluntary target while improving
urban services and the quality of life of citizens in Kazakh
towns and cities.

+  Saudi Arabia: Urban planning and management
Develop national capacities in delivering the objectives
and priorities of the Saudi National Urban Spatial
Strategy (NUSS) with specific emphasis on balanced
regional development among regions, diversification of
the economic base and enhancement of the competitive
capacities.
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